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PRESS RELEASE

US Ambassador John Ordway visits a USAID Safe Motherhood pilot site
in Karaganda City Maternity Hospital

June 21, 2007, Karaganda — Today U.S. Ambassador John Ordway visited the Safe Motherhood
pilot site in Karaganda City Maternity Hospital. This pilot is implemented by the U.S. Agency for
International Development ZdravPlus project in cooperation with the Ministry of Health of the
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Karaganda Oblast Health Department.

Karaganda City Maternity Hospital is one of eleven hospitals where USAID assists the Ministry of
Health to implement the National Safe Motherhood Program; other USAID-supported hospitals are
located in Astana, Almaty, Zhezkazgan, and Karaganda Oblast. The Safe Motherhood Program is
based on the World Health Organization’s Safe Motherhood Strategy and is aimed at the reduction
of maternal and child morbidity and mortality. These activities directly support maternal and child
health priority objectives under the Kazakhstan’s National Health Care Reform and Development
Program for 2005 - 2010.

“Maternal and child health is a high priority for the U.S. Government, and we support this activity in
Kazakhstan through USAID. USAID closely collaborates with the Ministry of Health to assist in the
implementation of the national health care reform and the reform of the maternal and child health
services in particular,” — said Ambassador Ordway during his visit to the hospital, where he was
accompanied by Director of the Karaganda Oblast Health Department Mazhit Shaydarov, Chief
Doctor of the Karaganda City Maternity Hospital Irina Tsoy, representatives of USAID and CDC,
doctors, and nurses.

Since 2004 USAID, through its ZdravPlus project, is helping to improve the quality and
appropriateness of maternal and child health services during pre-pregnancy, pregnancy, labor and
delivery, post-partum, and post-abortion, as well as newborn care. The project provides
competency-based clinical training for medical professionals, helps improve family planning
counseling and the overall quality of services. In addition, ZdravPlus facilitates and contributes to
introduction of evidence-based practices and elimination of harmful or useless clinical practices in
the eleven pilots. This assistance is part of a broader range of health system strengthening and
financing activities aimed at achieving cost-effective service delivery.

Assistance to maternal and child health improvements is only of many UASID assistance programs
in Kazakhstan. Since 1992 the American people, through USAID have provided more than $500
million in assistance for the country’s economic sector, healthcare system, and democratic
institutions.
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